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MASTERING 
the MIX

VINTAGE FURNISHINGS, LOCAL ARTWORK AND 
CLASSIC PALM BEACH COOL COME TOGETHER 

IN THE CURATED COLLECTION AT MECOX.
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S
ituated amid the collectors’ mecca 
of Antique Row in West Palm Beach, 
Mecox sets out to create a statement 
all its own. The furnishings-and-design 
shop bursts with a colorful combination 

of reproductions and antiques with original works 
by local artists peppered throughout for an ever-
changing sensory experience. Mac Hoak—who 
founded the company 20 years ago and sets the 
guiding tone for each location across the country—
has entrusted Katie Ellinger and Kendall Rubins with 
the creative freedom to make the West Palm Beach 
store shine in its own individual way. “We want our 
clients to feel elated and inspired as they make 
their way through our shop,” Ellinger says. 

Ellinger and Rubins both date their fascination 
with design back to childhoods graced with 
creative mothers and the constant remodeling 
and redecorating of bedrooms and dollhouses. 
Today, the two have woven a collaborative 
web, one made stronger thanks to the special 
relationships and even friendships they’ve forged 
with local artists, who are often featured in gallery-
like events or at larger-scale functions like the 
Historical Society of Palm Beach County’s annual 
Evening on Antique Row. “These artists often do 
custom pieces for our store or commission work 
for a client orchestrated through us,” Ellinger says.

The duo’s passion for individuality and 
discovery is evident at every turn within the 
shop. “You’re going to find pieces here that you 
won’t find anywhere else and that are certainly 
interpreted in a unique way,” Rubins says. 
Designers, local residents and visitors alike have 
come to rely on the unexpected twists of style 
and staging that await them. “We are not afraid 
of color,” says Ellinger, noting all seven locations 
routinely share ideas with one another. “We also 
really listen to what our clients need and keep 
that in mind while we’re buying and sourcing 
products from around the world. Everything is 
mixed together in a seamless and colorful way, 
which has become the Mecox look.”  

“EVERYTHING IS MIXED TOGETHER IN A 
SEAMLESS AND COLORFUL WAY, WHICH  

HAS BECOME THE MECOX LOOK.” 
-KATIE ELLINGER

Katie Ellinger (opposite, right, 
at left) and Kendall Rubins 
constantly change the feel of 
Mecox in West Palm Beach 
with finds from all over the 
world, such as Christopher 
Spitzmiller lamps (bottom left) 
and vintage porcelain (bottom 
right). The black-and-white 
painting (left) is by local artist 
EEK, and the colorful works 
also shown bottom right are 
by Vermont artist Idoline Duke.
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