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 F
rom a designer’s standpoint, there is really only 
one way to ensure that clients get exactly what 
they want—get to know them. With regard to one 
couple in particular, designer Jennifer Knowles 
interviewed them multiple times, knowing them first 

as acquaintances, then as clients and eventually as friends. 
Knowles notes that it is critically important to understand an 
owner’s needs and wants, dreams and desires, likes and 
dislikes. After all, Knowles says, “An owner’s life centers 
around all the little details you put into his or her home.” 

In this case, the owner and his girlfriend were very clear  
about their greatest desire for the interiors of their tropical 
modern house, which was designed by architect Randall 
Stofft and built by Terry Cudmore, and is perched on a finger 
of water reaching out from the Intracoastal Waterway: oodles 
of gray, please, and barely any brown. Many lovers of gray  
who design their own homes end up with rooms entirely 
fitted out in gray and chrome, but here, Knowles wanted 
to bring in more depth and contrast. So first, the designer 
used more than one shade: Following the lead of every 
good black-and-white photographer, she composed with 
tones from the very darkest through to the very lightest. 
Then she brought in some warmth. “Gray is very cool,” says 
Knowles. “You have to heat it up with hits of gold.” Such gold 
nuggets are found in nearly every room. In the great room, 
for example, they show up as light fixtures and accent tables. 
In the stairway, they reveal themselves as framed art pieces 
and a brass-trimmed Cubist chandelier. And in the master 
bedroom, the walls are draped floor to ceiling and wall to  
wall in a golden-hued Great Plains fabric. 

A particular color story wasn’t the couple’s only desire. 
The man of the house was also very particular when it 
came to the comfort of the chairs, finding that very few 
were actually a good fit for him and his chronic back pain. 
“I think I sat in every chair from Miami to Jacksonville,” 

jokes Knowles. Her persistence paid off when she sat her 
way through a Roche Bobois showroom. They customized 
both the dining chairs and the two side chairs in the great 
room, where they extended the back by 6 inches. “Their 
willingness to tailor means this owner can be comfortable 
in his own home,” Knowles says. The kitchen, too, took some  
detailed understanding. The woman of the house is a serious  
cook, but she wanted the kitchen to be a wide-open, 
straightforward galley opening into the great room. “We 
mapped out where every item goes, right down to the spices 
and utensils,” Knowles recalls.  

The architect didn’t require quite as much face time  
with the couple. “This was my fourth house with owner,” 
says Stofft. For one of those houses, he designed a 
38,000-square-foot behemoth. “This house, though, is a bit  
more diminutive,” he says of the 5,700-square-foot home 
tucked onto a parcel of land within eyesight—but at an 
angle—of the Intracoastal Waterway. To maximize the view 
toward the water, Stofft rotated the major spaces toward the 
Intracoastal and utilized large corner windows. 

Although this home is smaller than the owner’s previous 
house, the architect still wanted it to feel expansive. “We  
maximized the footprint without making it feel tight,” he says.  
This was tricky, however, because the couple wanted a large  
entertainment area, including space for their full-size Ping- 
Pong table, a deck and a swimming pool—as well as the public 
spaces and a pub—all on the ground level. “Each space is 
important, and they all want to feel voluminous,” Stofft says. 

The architecture itself, however, is restrained. Using stucco 
on concrete blocks, Stofft crafted a two-story configuration 
with low-slung hip roofs sheathed in porcelain tile imported 
from Japan. At the rear, two separate masses express 
themselves, one aimed at the immediate water and the other 
turned toward the Intracoastal. White horizontal bands and 
window and door trim create a balanced composition. A boat 
dock lingers along the canal’s edge. 

Building this wasn’t as easy as it would have been on a 
different lot, according to the builder. First, the lot has narrow 
sidelines. Second, the rear is directly on a seawall. Third, the 
contemporary interior detailing leaves little room for error. 
“And then there were the marble slabs that measured 5 feet 
tall and 11 feet long, and weighed 800 pounds,” Cudmore 
says with a laugh. The couple envisioned something unique 
for the master bathroom on the upper level. So Knowles 
decided to enfold the room in marble. Simple enough. But 
she wanted the stone book-matched, laid horizontally and 
with very few joints. In turn, Cudmore had enormous slabs 
machined—a typical marble slab is 8 feet long—and had them 
lifted by crane to a second-story window, where they were 
moved manually and set by hand. The effect is stunning—and 
carefully attuned to the couple’s desires, much like the rest 
of the house. Says Knowles,  “Design is not simply lines on 
paper. It’s understanding what makes an owner tick.”  

“AN OWNER’S LIFE 
CENTERS AROUND ALL 

THE LITTLE DETAILS 
YOU PUT INTO HIS  

OR HER HOME.”
-JENNIFER KNOWLES

Earth-toned pavers from Cabo Brick 
and Stone lead up to an entry door 
from Smith & DeShields. The white-

and-gray exterior palette, warmed 
with wood paneling, hints at what’s 

to come once the owners step 
inside their tropical modern home. 
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Two customized armless chairs by 
Roche Bobois in the great room fit 
the owner’s comfort needs perfectly. 
They join Century Furniture sofas 
upholstered in Romo fabric; Knowles  
Design custom-made the accent  
pillows using Holly Hunt and Lee  
Jofa fabrics. The CFC light fixture  
from JDouglas in Atlanta illuminates  
the room, along with a Visual  
Comfort & Co. lamp from Icon Ltg. 
The coffee table is by Oly, and the 
cowhide ottomans are by Made 
Goods. The entire scene rests on 
a rug by Patterson Flynn Martin.
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Knoll barstools hug the kitchen island, 
which features a Gantry pull-down 
faucet by Waterstone Faucets, from 
ESO Decorative Plumbing. Sheathed 
in Cambria’s White Cliff quartz, the 
 island anchors cabinetry by Living 

 Color Cabinetry; Holly Hunt pendants  
hang overhead. The custom breakfast 

table is topped with Cipollino marble 
from Opustone Natural Stone 

Distributors; Roche Bobois chairs 
surround the table beneath an 

Arteriors chandelier. The marble 
flooring is also from Opustone, and 
the appliances are from Ferguson.
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For the bathroom in the pool 
cabana, designer Jennifer Knowles 

shifted the colors to warmer hues 
of mahogany and beach sand. The 
CFC vanity, customized by Knowles, 

supports a Stone Forest sink. Visual 
Comfort & Co. sconces flank a mirror 

by Mirror Image Home against 
mosaic tile from Antico Stone & Tile, 
installed by Hansen Tile Installation. 
Liz Barber’s mixed-media piece was 
acquired through Addison Gallery.

The client’s vintage desk, with its unusual indigo finish, drove the selections for the office. 
Red lounge chairs from Judith Norman contrast with the blue desk, and the wool rug by Stark 
delivers a plush touch underfoot. An Arteriors lamp sits atop an occasional table by Oly, while 
Carlucci di Chivasso linen draperies from Jeffrey Michaels adorn windows from American 
Glass & Mirror. Charlotte Foust’s acrylic-on-canvas from Addison Gallery lends further color.
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Opposite: In any other bathroom, the BainUltra tub from ESO Decorative Plumbing would be the focal point. But in this master bath, where 
only gray-and-white stone was desired, the horizontally book-matched Statuario Venato marble slabs from Marble of the World dominate; they were 
installed by Hansen Tile Installation. The polished Thassos marble countertop, from Opustone, was fabricated by Absolute Marble & Granite.

Below: A Ralph Lauren Home bed and bench from Judith Norman hold court in the master bedroom; the latter wears Cowtan & Tout velvet. 
Knowles draped two walls in a glowing Great Plains linen from Holly Hunt that provides blackout conditions for sleeping. Bungalow 5 
bedside chests from JDouglas are illuminated by lamps from Mecox and Visual Comfort & Co. fixtures, while an Arteriors chandelier glimmers 
above. An accent pillow features a Larsen stripe from Cowtan & Tout, and a Hickory Chair lounge chair swivels beside the bed.

“IN THE MASTER BATH, WE USED 
MARBLE SLABS MEASURING 5 
FEET TALL AND 11 FEET LONG,  
AND WEIGHING 800 POUNDS.”

-TERRY CUDMORE 
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